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Drought Issues Summary 
• Conditions  

– Little change 

– DM categories worse statewide 

– No soil moisture recovery 

 

• Outlooks 

– No real significant improvement foreseen 

– Limited fall recovery still possible 

– New outlooks coming Thursday 

 



http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/ 

Many stations with records.  Most 
stations fall in the top 10-15  driest 
for last 30 days. 



Hard freeze has occurred everywhere 
statewide 



Univ. of 
Washington  
Soil Moisture 
Model 





Most D4 we have ever seen in SD in the time of the 
Drought Monitor.  53% of state in D3-D4. 



8-14 day 
 
Temperature 
 
Precipitation 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 
 
Issued daily 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/ 

October Temperature and 
Precipitation Probabilities 

New ones coming Thursday 

Temperature Precipitation 



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1 

3 Month Temperature and 
Precipitation Probabilities 

(September - November) 
New ones coming Thursday 

Temperature Precipitation 





October and November 
Average Precipitation 
 
Average from now until soil 
freezes is 2” or less generally. 



High wind watch Wednesday 
Red Flag Warning in ND 



Weather/Fire Outlook 

• Red flag warning today – North Dakota  

• Cold front passing through Wednesday 

• Very strong winds behind front W-Th 

• Chance of precip with front.  Again not major 
amounts 

• Fairly low RHs again 

• Likely to stay in active pattern  

– Lots of systems 

– Not so much moisture 

 



Drought Outlook Summary 

• Still no great chances for precipitation 

• Conditions worsening (still)  

• Losing opportunity for recovery this fall 

• Winter/spring still question marks 

• Less chance for El Nino 

• Will carry over impacts into next year without 
question. 

• May not see any improvement this fall at this point 

 

 


